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	Han Fei Tzu lived during the third century B.C. There were many warring states within China at that time. The nation was in danger of being torn apart. Han Fei Tzu and others thought that only a single all-powerful ruler could hold it together. Because of his strong beliefs in law and order he became known as legalists. 

	
	Han Fei Tzu founder of legalism
Thought you needed an absolute ruler to keep order in the government.

	According to Han Fei Tzu “The nature of man is evil. His goodness is acquired” Greed, he declared, was the motive for most actions and the cause of most conflicts. He believed that all people were selfish and only interest in themselves. Han Fei Tzu disliked Confucius idea that people would follow the example of a good ruler. 

	
	Han Fei Tzu thought men were naturally evil and selfish.
Greed is what motivates people to act.
He does not believe that people would follow a kind ruler.

	Han Fei Tzu believed that the only way to achieve order was to pass strict laws and to enforce them with harsh punishments. Legalists believed that strength, not goodness was a ruler’s greatest virtue. Han Fei Tzu thought that because people could not be trusted, a strong government was needed to make them act as they should. Every person had to be forced to live, work, think, or even perhaps, die for the government

	
	Han Fei Tzu believed in strict laws and harsh punishments.
A ruler needs to be strong, NOT kind.

Strong government to control people.

	The emperor Shi Haungdi, united China with legalist principles. He believed that legalism was the most effective way to keep order and that all books should be burned, except a few on medicine and farming. 

	
	Shi Haungdi united China through legalism.
All books should be burned because they were afraid the books would have people question the government.


